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Offshore Personnel Offshore Personnel 
TransferTransfer

The industry is changingThe industry is changing…………..



PerceptionsPerceptions

Personnel net (basket) transfer is Personnel net (basket) transfer is 
““inherently Dangerousinherently Dangerous””
Helicopter transfers are much saferHelicopter transfers are much safer



Crane Assisted Personnel Crane Assisted Personnel 
Transfer vs. HelicopterTransfer vs. Helicopter

Apples and Oranges?Apples and Oranges?



Statistical DataStatistical Data

2003 Helicopter passengers 2,574,8102003 Helicopter passengers 2,574,810
2003 P2003 P--net transfers 2,482,000*net transfers 2,482,000*
Fatal accidents**Fatal accidents**

Helicopter 7 (34 total in 6 years)Helicopter 7 (34 total in 6 years)
Personnel net 0 (0 in 6 years)Personnel net 0 (0 in 6 years)
(In 2004 alone there were 15 GOM (In 2004 alone there were 15 GOM helohelo. fatalities). fatalities)

*estimate*estimate
**according to Helicopter Safety Advisory **according to Helicopter Safety Advisory 

Conference. (HSAC)Conference. (HSAC)



Can we do better?Can we do better?

Treat Treat ““crane assistedcrane assisted”” personnel personnel 
transfers safety as high level priority.transfers safety as high level priority.
Plan personnel transfers (JSA)Plan personnel transfers (JSA)
TRAINING for operators and ridersTRAINING for operators and riders
Require clear deck area for landing Require clear deck area for landing 
transfer devicestransfer devices
Investigate new products availableInvestigate new products available



Personnel net: The Personnel net: The 
StandardStandard……



Personnel Net advantagesPersonnel Net advantages

MobilityMobility
Comfort Level of Rig HandsComfort Level of Rig Hands
Safety RecordSafety Record
Ease of StorageEase of Storage
Models for up to 12 passengersModels for up to 12 passengers
EconomyEconomy



Recent Industry ProductsRecent Industry Products



New Product BenefitsNew Product Benefits

Outer ProtectionOuter Protection
Fall Protection/Restraint/Man Fall Protection/Restraint/Man 
PositioningPositioning
Stretcher TransfersStretcher Transfers
Accepted in the N. SeaAccepted in the N. Sea



DrawbacksDrawbacks

Non Collapsible (Storage issues)Non Collapsible (Storage issues)
Strapped in (Strapped in (““too much restrainttoo much restraint””))
Lack of Ease/Quickness of egress Lack of Ease/Quickness of egress 
Lack of Mobility Lack of Mobility 
Lack of carrying capacityLack of carrying capacity
CostCost



XX--904 Personnel Transfer 904 Personnel Transfer 
DeviceDevice



XX--904904

Provides Outer ProtectionProvides Outer Protection
Man Positioning attachmentMan Positioning attachment
Quick egressQuick egress
Stokes Stretcher accessibilityStokes Stretcher accessibility
Personnel have sea legs under themPersonnel have sea legs under them
Overhead ProtectionOverhead Protection
Designated areas for hand luggageDesignated areas for hand luggage
Collapsible for StorageCollapsible for Storage
CE approved for N. Sea applicationCE approved for N. Sea application
Can be reCan be re--built and rebuilt and re--certified certified 
Models for up to 12 passengersModels for up to 12 passengers



904 Testing and Survey904 Testing and Survey

““Sea TrialSea Trial”” surveys for riders and surveys for riders and 
Crane OperatorsCrane Operators
Both Both MODUMODU’’ss and Platformsand Platforms



Survey Form for XSurvey Form for X--904904



904 Comments904 Comments

Extremely PositiveExtremely Positive
““Felt more secureFelt more secure””
““SimpleSimple””
““good designgood design””
““100% safer100% safer””
““should have had this years agoshould have had this years ago””



ConclusionConclusion

Personnel net transfers have been a Personnel net transfers have been a 
safe and effective means of transfer safe and effective means of transfer 
for many years.  With the advent of for many years.  With the advent of 
newer designs and procedures we can newer designs and procedures we can 
create an even safer offshore create an even safer offshore 
workplace.workplace.



THANK YOUTHANK YOU

Questions?Questions?


