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BACKGROUND TO NOPSA
• Review of Safety Case system in 2000 (post 

Longford) by Independent Review Team 

• Found Australian legal and administrative 
framework complicated, and not efficient. 

• Found WA regulator to be adequately staffed and 
effective (if no vacancies) and had well developed 
QMS procedures for regulatory functions.

• Other States/NT did not have critical mass to 
have full range of specialist expertise

• Other State/NT applied State OH&S legislation 
and additional safety regulator
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Review Recommendations

1. The Commonwealth should consider 
launching a project to revise the current 
Australian Commonwealth Safety Case 
regime’s framework of legal documents

2. The Commonwealth should consider 
launching a project to restructure the 
implementation of the Safety Case 
regime’s regulatory system
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SAFETY UNDER SAFETY CASE
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PETROLEUM RESOURCES

Department of
Industry and Resources

The Northern Energy Arc

Source:  Department of Industry and Resources 2003
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NORTH WEST SHELF: 
COMMONWEALTH & STATE AREAS
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COMMONWEALTH & STATE LEGISLATION
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NOPSA
• Commence January 2005

• Safety for Commonwealth and State waters

• Both Safety Case and OH&S 

• Reports to Commonwealth & State/NT Ministers

• Has CEO and Board (advisory)

• Funded by industry safety fees

• Around 24 safety regulators (total 35 staff)

• Offices in Perth (HQ), Melbourne and Darwin
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NOPSA



Department of
Industry and Resources

NOPSA: Implementation Timetable

• Commonwealth Bill passed December 2003

• Established NOPSA as Commonwealth Agency

• Cwth PSLA amendments & regulations August 2004

• CEO commenced July. 2 Section Leaders Sept 2004

• Inspectors interviewed end August 2004. Some offers made 
September 2004.

• WA legislation last session Parliament 2004

• NOPSA COMMENCES January 2005
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WA NOPSA TRANSITION
CHALLENGES & TASKS FOR DOIR

• Maintain regulatory service 2003-2005

• Train / develop Staff for NOPSA/ DoIR

• Retain Staff pre and post NOPSA. Minimise 
number of redeployees 

• Provide input to Commonwealth and WA 
legislation, NOPSA framework, structure, 
positions, and systems

• Facilitate  handover to NOPSA inspectors
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QUESTIONS


